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One of the largest universities in Switzerland (revenue app. 550 million)

1 University

3 Locations

8 Schools

See: Facts and Figures ZHAW

Slide 29/20/23

Welcome to Zurich University of Applied Sciences
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https://www.zhaw.ch/storage/hochschule/ueber-uns/zhaw-at-a-glance-2022.pdf


Slide 3

Largest UAS Business School in German-speaking
Switzerland (>9’800 students in degree programs and 
continuing education)
Financial Times Best European Business Schools 
ranking since 2020
5 BSc programs with a total of 9 concentrations
7 MSc programs

See: Facts and Figures ZHAW SML 

Welcome to the School of Management and Law
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https://www.zhaw.ch/storage/sml/ueber-uns/facts-and-figures-sml-english.pdf


Welcome to the School of Management and Law
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Excellent International Network
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Welcome to the School of Management and Law
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5 Strategic Focus Areas

Public Sector

International Business

General Management
Banking, Finance, Insurance
Business Law

20.09.23



50
employees

17
nationalities

>190
partner
schools

230
Incoming 
students

1
BSc 

program

4
CAS 

courses

156
outgoing
students

3 
MAS/EMBA/

MBA 
programs

4
SNF/ EU/ 
Innosuisse

projects

24
languages

2
MSc

programs

Welcome to the Department of International Business
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Welcome to ZHAW / SML / DIB
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MSc CEM

MAS BA

MSc IB

MBA

BSc IM

General 
Management

Banking Finance, 
Insurance

International 
Business

Public Management

Business Law

Applied Linguistics

Applied Psychology

Architecture, Design, 
& Civil Engineering

Management & Law

Health Professions

Life Sciences & 
Facility Management

Social Work

Engineering



ZHAW / SML / DIB / IED / MSc IB
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Module overview

Orientation Day 1 / Program Introduction20.09.23

Start

Semester 1a

Camp

Semester 1b

Semester 1



Module overview
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Semester 2a

Camp

Semester 2b

Semester 2



Module overview
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Semester 3

Semester 3



Holistic 4 competencies approach:

• Professional competence 

• Methodological competence

• Social competence

• Self competence

MSc IB didactical principles
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MSc IB didactical principles
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Constructive education: Learning is an active process. Students gain knowledge by solving a task, 
rather than just learning things by rote. 

Self-directed education: Students manage their own learning process. The tutors and lecturers are 
there to coach them, but the students are the driving force. 

Collective learning: Students learn from and spar with others. Learning is not an individual process; it 
is something students as a group share responsibility for.

Learning in a relevant context: Students study relevant, true-to-life cases. In this way they learn how 
to make the all-important leap from theory to practice. 

Learning in a diversity context: Students study and collaborate with diverse peers and faculty.



MSc IB didactical principles
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What makes us unique

1. Applied academics

2. Internationality

3. Interdisciplinarity

4. Speed and intensity (fulltime and only 3 weeks vacation)

5. Close faculty, student, and program management collaboration



Applied academics
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Applied academics

Research/Methodology
Internationalization
Cross Cultural 
Leadership
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Applied academics
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Study formats
• Focus weeks

• Theory and application modules

• Business Project modules
• Group
• Coach
• Company
• Task

• Kick-off meeting
• Project meetings
• Final report and presentation



Applied academics

Orientation Day 1 / Program Introduction20.09.23

Artificial training environment / Real world environment

Theoretical input / Practice input

Exams and term papers / Business and research projects



The international classroom (as of Aug 21st) 
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The international classroom
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Advantages

• Fostering creativity and out-of-the-box thinking due to the diversity of 
perspectives that an international and intercultural composition of the class 
brings.

• The promotion of intercultural competence and conflict mediation and resolution.

• Training in diversity management and global leadership (one of the most 
important leadership skills of the 21st century).

• Access to a worldwide international alumni network.



Speed and intensity
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One-year of intensive, 360-degree learning, 
training, and practice.

The study program starts early and runs with 
nearly no break.



Close faculty, student, program management collaboration

And many 
others…



Close faculty, student, program management collaboration
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Requirements

You have to pass all modules. 
No compensation possible.

Options in case of insufficient grade:
• Substitute exam
• Subsequent improvement
• Module retake



Alumni insight
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